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The 7th game of the 1955 World Series is considered the greatest baseball 

game ever played. Less than two years later, 10-year-old Drew Bridges 

played in his first baseball game, a tossed-together affair that is the foundation of his memoir, 

The Second-Greatest Baseball Game Ever Played. 

Drew’s brother, Mills, was on the team, and his 

father, Charlie, served as coach. Along with a 

handful of other baseball hopefuls from town, that 

one game helped to pave the way for organized 

sports in the Burke County town of Hildebran, 

North Carolina. 

This book, however, isn’t solely about a baseball 

game in Western North Carolina. While Charlie 

was overseas during World War II, he wrote 96 

letters to his wife, Charlotte, who was carrying their 

first child, Mills. All of those letters survived, but 

none of those written to Charlie made it back with 

him to the States. 

The book alternates between 16 of Charlie’s letters 

with Bridges’ own memoir of his father, the 

progression of the game, and how the two related. 

The themes of Charlie’s letters are evident: his 

longing to be home, his dreams for the future, and 

his love for his new family. Penned from afar, his 

words are loving and caring while still being endearingly boyish and a little clumsy. 

Bridges occasionally reflects that he saw his father in a different light through the letters, but he 

also expresses an understanding about much of what made his father the man he had become. In 

relating his father’s letters to the innings of the baseball game, Bridges appreciates that through 

baseball he learned sportsmanship and gained a sense of belonging by being on the team. As a 

role model, Charlie taught his son respect. 

Often eloquent and introspective, Bridges’ writing hits the high and lows of the ball game while 

allowing time to discover his father through the letters and through his actions. 

An affinity for baseball isn’t required to enjoy the book, which is a plus. Like any good story 

about the sport, the personal aspect frames the game, and in this slim volume of 143 pages, the 

ordinary manages to become extraordinary.   ̶  Jeanne E. Fredriksen 

_  _  _  _  _ 

Drew Bridges was the owner of The Storytellers Book Store in Wake Forest, now Page 158 

Books. His memoir, The Second-Greatest Baseball Game Ever Played, is available through 

iUniverse.com, and as a hardcover or e-book through Amazon.com and Barnesandnoble.com 

This review appeared in The Rolesville Buzz newspaper. 
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