
Book Review: This Dark Road to Mercy by Wiley Cash 

Stay on Base 

Wiley Cash of Wilmington, NC, has not only a Southern-sounding name 

but a Southern writer’s voice as well – slow and easy, colorful and rolling, 

which makes his writing a delight to read and a pleasure to experience even 

when the story is dark and desperate. In his second novel, This Dark Road 

to Mercy, he conjures up deeply-felt emotions that belong to the unintentional remnants of 

family and children grasping at whatever might seem stable in their lives. 

Twelve-year-old Easter Quillby has a hard task in front of 

her: making sure that she and her six- year-old sister Ruby 

aren’t split up while in the foster care system in Gastonia, 

NC. Yet one day, as the sisters are coming to terms with their 

new situation following the death of their mother, Wade 

Chesterfield, their wayward father and an ex-minor league 

baseball player, shows up and hustles them away in the dead 

of night. Brady Weller, the girls’ court-appointed guardian 

and a disgraced ex-cop, starts looking for the girls and Wade. 

In his search, he stumbles instead upon clues that link Wade 

to a high-stakes, big-dollar theft. Brady desperately wants to 

be a part of that investigation, too, and plows ahead without 

the blessing of the Police Department. Worse yet for Wade is 

the fact that a former teammate of his, Robert Pruitt, is also 

looking for him, carrying an old, festering need to exact 

revenge. 

Set in the summer of 1998, when the Cubs’ Sammy Sosa and the Cardinals’ Mark McGuire were 

battling it out to beat Roger Maris’ single-season homerun record, baseball is the thread that ties 

the book together. The story is told via alternating narrators – Easter, Pruitt, and Brady – who tell 

a grippingly-dark story of abandonment and loneliness plus the desire to reconnect the frayed 

ends of broken lives. Cash delivers with great sympathy and tenderness longing for family, the 

desire for trust and love, the attempt to right the wrongs of the past, the thrill of looking toward 

the future, and the unabashed joy of baseball. 

Characters are drawn so beautifully that you’ll want to adopt Easter and Ruby and cheer for 

Brady. At a mere 230 pages, it’s a quick read that will hook you immediately and make you sad 

when you’ve closed the cover for the last time. You might even be inspired to watch a baseball 

game or two.   ̶  Jeanne E. Fredriksen 

_ _ _ _ _ 

This Dark Road to Mercy by Wiley Cash. William Morrow, an imprint of Harper Collins 

Publishers: New York. 2014. This review appeared in The Rolesville Buzz newspaper. 
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