
Book Review: Season of the Dragonflies by Sarah Creech 

Scents and Sensibilities                 

For three generations in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, the Lenore family 

women have produced an exclusive scent available only to carefully-chosen, 

thoroughly-vetted clientele. The perfume, carefully-guarded because of its mysterious 

ingredients, has the uncanny power to boost its wearers to amazing heights in their 

careers in the arts, politics, and big business. For that, the price is hefty so an initial 

loan from the company is necessary. To seal the deal, sworn secrecy is in the contract. 

Willow, the current Lenore family matriarch, is the commanding reason 

for the company’s continued success. When she walks through the fields, 

the flowers lift up and bend toward her in reverence. Her stunningly-

beautiful and outdoorsy daughter Mya is the company’s soul, for like her 

predecessors, she understands scents and foresees their individual 

powers. Mya’s younger sister Lucia has long believed she possesses 

none of the family’s magical abilities and often made it clear she does 

not want to be part of the family business. She left years ago to make her 

own way as an actress without help from the Lenore perfume. 

Retirement is on Willow’s mind, which means she’ll have to hand over 

the company to one of her daughters, the fourth Lenore generation. The 

problem is that the company is in trouble: the manifestation of a curse set 

by Great-Grandmother Serena; blackmail threats from a client; Willow’s 

new memory loss; and Lucia’s unannounced return after a 15-year 

absence and a devastating divorce. But above all, acres of the flower for 

their unique perfume appear to be dying. 

Readers who enjoy a touch of practical magic, family secrets, and new love will find that Season of the 

Dragonflies by Sarah Creech will satisfy those desires and more. Creech’s debut novel is filled with an 

exotic back story, skin-tingling visions, and a dark curse in direct juxtaposition to a gorgeous, serene 

mountain setting. Questions are raised about aging, ethics, loyalty, and family ties as separate and 

interlocking issues. Rituals and potions play against traditions and promises while the bonds of 

motherhood and sisterhood are tested more than once. 

Creech, who teaches at Queens University in Charlotte, is a talent to keep your eye on. Despite my wish 

for more detail about the art and process of perfumery, her storytelling is nearly as bewitching as the 

Lenore perfume itself.  ̶  Jeanne E. Fredriksen 

_ _ _ _ _ 

Season of the Dragonflies by Sarah Creech. HarperCollins Publishers: New York. 2014. 336 pages. This 

review appeared in The Rolesville Buzz newspaper. 
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